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Al Ain Palace was one of the residences of the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Founding
Father and first President of the United Arab
Emirates. He lived there with his family until 1966
when he moved to Abu Dhabi as the new ruler of
the emirate. The Palace provides a glimpse into the
life of the ruling family and the culture of the local
community before the Union in 1971.

Al Ain Palace dates back to 1937 and was built in
the traditional architectural style of Al Ain. It is
significant for its close association with the life and
story of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan during
his 20 years as Ruler’s Representative in Al Ain.
It stands witness to the great transformations that
Al Ain went through from the middle of the last
century to the present day.



THE

TRANSFORMATION

OF AL AIN PALACE
MUSEUM

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan ordered the
restoration and rehabilitation of the palace in
1998, by experts and architectural consultants
from his own team. During the two-year
restoration, a number of extensions were added
to the original construction in preparation for
visitors.

The building displays a number of architectural
features common to historic buildings in the
United Arab Emirates. Among them are the
wide-open vents that naturally cool the building’s
main rooms.



The Palace is surrounded by a high wall
punctuated by the main entrance gate with
a raised hollow hoist on its walls, topped by
triangular openings known as mahazel alrami
(throwing spindles).

The roofing and flooring was made from palm
trees. Palm trees were also used for making rugs,
baskets, food covers (majabat), mats used in
roofs (da’aoon), as well as for making doors and
window frames (darayesh).

Teak was also used in recent renovations of the
building. All the furniture seen in the Palace
today is of local traditional design to simulate
the interior and furnishings of the time when
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan lived there.






AL AIN PALACE
MUSEUM TODAY

The Palace was opened to the publicin 2001to give
visitors the chance to explore and experience the
character of life in the United Arab Emirates in the
past and to wander around the gardens and visit the
rooms in which Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
spent much of his time. It is a chance to learn about
the life of the ruling family, the local culture of the
people and the history of Abu Dhabi.

After its renovation, a modern tent was added to
the Palace in homage to the traditional style of tent
in which Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan used
to receive guests. It echoes the desert life that he
embraced with pride, and is a symbol representing
the deep links to the United Arab Emirates' heritage
and to Arab hospitality.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Al Ain Palace Museum features a number of sections
that visitors can explore:

MAIN GATE

The internal gate of the palace is surmounted by
an inscription of the Qur’anic verse “Enter ye here
in peace and security” in a gesture of welcome to
its guests.

ADMINISTRATION

The Palace includes a new building to the right
of the main gate that is currently home to the
administration. It includes offices, an exhibition



area for pictures and souvenirs and a family tree
tracing the ancestry of the Al Nahyan family,
rulers of Abu Dhabi and the ruling house of the
Bani Yas Tribe.

PRIVATE FAMILY RESIDENCE

The private residence of the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan and Her Highness Sheikha
Fatima bint Mubarak is composed of two floors.
The first floor was a reception area for women
calling on Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint
Mubarak while the entire upper floor was
dedicated to Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
and his family.

THEOUTER COURTYARD

Section for the Relatives of Her Highness
Sheikha Fatima

A number of rooms branch off from the outer
courtyard; these include a room for preparing

coffee, accommodation for servants, a store
(albukhar), in addition to the main kitchen. In the
centre of one of the courtyards is a water well
(tawi) and around this, several rooms set aside
for the family of Her Highness Sheikha Fatima
bint Mubarak.

SHEIKH ZAYED’S RECEPTION ROOMS

This section of the Palace houses a number of
reception rooms (majalis) and guest rooms.
Visitors can learn here about the utensils and
methods of preparing coffee.

Opposite this section is the oldest reception
room built in the palace (the Council of Bou
Da’un), which is named after the palm wood
and branches used in its construction. There
is also a model of the traditional tents of
the period.



THE MAIN COURTYARD

Above the main entrance to the Palace is a
reception area called the barza, which was a
gathering place. The education system can be
viewed by visiting the study room. The inner
courtyard has a model of the Land Rover in
which Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan used
to tour the region to visit the citizens.

Visitors are welcome to take pictures.
Please do not touch the displays in the
Museum.









85380 o 8 T atll Ladll [ Slay iy
dalad) daleudl

oudae palll il Jaul) 358 wasm
ool Lemaie 508 (55,1) ke 3l (55
o Ll pall i aas Lo cieenll el 5
ol LA LA (e iy 3 el
, e

Ladoas Ll Lalall oLl o
3L o jpaall IS S (Sas,Y) 8yl Sla
b el JT bl oyl el
bl sl Jlsad Lol Lo Jsas ol

Sl il 15l e

aall ot olaal) Gl aue )



PEEN PR
e R S o

Sl e waall sl LSl s s
eValall (S e L8425 Bsgdll ,unas 3,8 Leia
ol gl (TG ((GLa) o3alls
oo sy (gsb) slo i emdll Al lwusis
Bl saco ool3T L8y Lamadll iy 3l
e e Lakls
) Gl pudlas ped

e Lepame L LIS el 13 gl el s aie
ISAYL tm iyl el Sl Gl
L, 8 sl eiad elsal Lo Ciyalll
) I Laail

RO P A PR | RV Y
s N s e @35 (Gseall 53 pulas)
s LS5 0 Uiy 5 dend el il ¢ siag

) 3\)‘.{!“;\:\6
,Ldiﬁléyamﬂlﬁt,_mﬁlg,@:f
e i) Ll ) By Llla il 3514
Lo yang conlasll e adnyg o il J 2l
e gsini Lels Sl o LS Lilaglly 5l
8yl el L8 sall ¥l s g3 L) 350
CRC Y PR N NI PR APV PN SN BVERY |

ol Al Sy

ool ad sl aBh palall ol o5 <3
Wl s g JT el o wly ol o L)
deuwuu@ﬂ'*u‘fsjm‘)ﬁ
et Lab e Lol gaw Ju3 e oLl JlList Y
ol el s tall ol el Ui el Lse
Aililey Glag JT olalw o0






.

"
| a8
oo

Lioyd 5lapl anad 2001 ale 3 ,mdll e sl
o Jsaills sl 5 5Laall Lagds LY
ol s aall Lews il il Cayadls 35lanl
ol 5 4l e g JT Ul (s ol et 1
LS5 LaSlall 5,¥) SLan Lo iy 5 (e ipaills
bl 85Lel sty el il

Loeme Landsad 13La] 25 oo ill e 4
O el ) IS 3 il el Sl
Blaal [ Slaty ciipas Lesd e ol U1 Gl
635 Lt s e S S
A3y Tl ooy Lamadss 150 tslal] 3l
ol a1 s aslall BLS YT JA5 e
Gl

&Juyhh;

L@_Jg_s,_ujb L@le,b,ﬂusuu_m ﬁwyn

Jsdall &l g
Laghay 30 alall Ll il 5y
Ln "pmial w3 Laslaal” 251,30 491 o

Giyaalls



st ,al)

o) ol s el LA caeadd
SUS il Lai Loy awopill eoaiad
el s 50 a3 s, all LAl ﬁ_\AS_u.JJ
A8 5 emdl ST Sla oty el

) ) ) 5l

oLl Bl Llaall pailadll o
L Baaill L sall ol La¥l ddss o5 Lon,
iy il oyl el sl Lo
@l gyl Lol ellliay «Linds £
I et S all Tl s
Jall gloan (o g sdse panials ade aslay
."g.a‘)” J")L.!_A"% Ayl Sl e oilats s las

880 5 il Sya s aludt ol 43 LS



Olabw (s sl ) B 30 ad 583l i

il a3 Balels ool 5 il s Ll JI
Slall (b eleadl s liindly el ,all
3,38 Iy 3all ol b s et Laslill Lslad)
e die ] (il el wl Sl o il
Ol JLa Y Ll oLl ol )

spanlly il Uiy Sy i Lpa il

Js% & s
M ' . - -
°J}b‘“ 2



JI el o asly el ol 30 4 [ saall 323
Saatll Layall SI,LeY) Ll Guadl) sl o Lags
W8 e gpall sl Chate (Ll Gun sl
ple (Ha et a8 da S Slile e iles
S allie il 3 amy sl ) ST s 1966
Wlall 3 a e Lol e dal yundll (o ,m.5,LY
ple alas¥l als Jos Aol aaial) L3085 LSL o)
1971

1937 alall I cpall 5md oL )5 e
b Ligall Lol 5,0 anll 3,k e 1 s
S sl Al (poal 5 Tl e rcal
T ol s sl jetll ool 3 e piadl Sins
Gl Ll S 3538 LA ol 5 dll ol ol
e Tl il (5 Lale (pdtiad il 3l
Cieaiie 5 Liall L yenle 301 5,00l o5 atll
Tl olic e gsiay 51 LS (a4l
L Lot 3Ll S5






LGl e o e il i JS 2
(Dlololl sbluss (5mm S g ooty (i) . -a
unesco Sl by

(eollc ailyi gégo ABU DHABI CULTURE




abudhabiculture

Lyl o - :
abudhabiculture.ae ISBN : 978-9948-794-39-4




o)l s






B cnnll gl o e e i JS
(Ol sblas (s cy g 1l (k)

unesco

wolle &Iy géigo

3 [ ] |-.
sl byl
ABU DHABI CULTURE





